REPORT ON THE NEPAD–AFRICA TRADE FAIR HELD AT THE EAGLE SQUARE, ABUJA ON 25TH TO 30TH OCTOBER, 2010
INTRODUCTION

The NEPAD Africa Trade Fair of Indigenous Products and Services took place as scheduled on the 25th – 30th October, 2010. The intention of the Fair was to encourage local content development, facilitate Intra-Regional Trade Development and showcase Small & Medium Enterprise (SME) potentials for regional co-operation and more importantly it also exposed non-oil products and services for export with a view to promoting competitiveness and recognition in the global market.

The trade fair was organized by NEPAD Nigeria in collaboration with the African Trade Centre after signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).

PREPARATION OF THE FAIR

The Special Adviser to the President on NEPAD, Amb Tunji Olagunju graciously approved the constitution of the National Organizing Committee for the NEPAD Africa Trade Fair. The National Organizing Committee requested for more hands and formed the following subcommittees as;

1. Publicity & Media

2. Transport & Logistics

3. Protocol

4. Accommodation & Welfare

5. Business & Investment Forum

6. Security

7. Finance

8. Medical Services

9. Secretariat

COMMENCEMENT OF THE TRADE FAIR

Service Providers were engaged to ensure the logistics were on the ground as follows:

i. Provision of Tents

ii. Provision of Branding of Booths  & Event Manager

iii. Corporate Sponsors

iv. Food Vendors, etc.

OPENING CEREMONY AT THE EAGLE SQUARE

The trade fair was declared opened on Monday, 25th October, 2010 by Arc. Mohammed Namadi Sambo, Vice President, Federal Republic of Nigeria, after the erection of the tents was done on the 23rd and 24th October, 2010. There are two major events that took place and these are the Exhibition and the Business & Investment Forum.

THE EXHIBITION

The exhibition took place at the Eagle Square from the 25th – 30th October, 2010 where African countries including Nigerians showcased their indigenous Products and Services. 

The following countries attended the fair; South Africa, Gambia, Benin Republic, Sierra Leone and Senegal, while states of Nigeria are Lagos, Rivers, Kaduna, Sokoto, Ebonyi, Niger, Kebbi, Bauchi, Kano and Osun. However, other government agencies and private companies also attended the fair.

BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT FORUM

The Business & Investment Forum kicked-off on the 26th and lasted till 27th October, 2010 at the Congress Hall of the Transcorp Hilton Hotel, Abuja. The Session was declared open by the Vice President ably represented by Sen. Jubril Martins-Kuye, the then Honourable Minister of Commerce & Industry. 

Dignitaries that were in attendance included the former President of Nigeria, H. E. Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, GCFR, former President of Ghana, H.E. Mr. John Kuffuor, Alh. Bamanga Tukur, the President, African Business Roundtable/Chairman, National Council on APRM, the Executive Governor of Niger State, Dr. Mu’azu Babangida Aliyu, the Representative of the Executive Governor of Rivers State, Dr Tex Wariboko, the Representative of Dangote Group, Alh. Abba Kyari, the Vice Chairman, Nigeria Communications Commission, the Representative of the Executive Secretary, Nigeria Investment Promotion Commission and a host of other business moguls were in attendance at the two days forum.

OFFICIAL CLOSING CEREMONY

The Secretary to the Government of the Federation, Alhaji Mahmud Yayale Ahmed, CFR on behalf of the President declared the trade fair closed on the 30th October, 2010.

DINNER/GALA AND AWARD NIGHT

The Award Night took place at the Congress Hall, Transcorp Hilton on the 30th October, 2010 by 7.30pm. The award night featured the award of prizes to deserving personalities and exhibitors as follows;

NEPAD-AFRICA TRADE FAIR BEST AWARDS – PRESENTED BY DR. BAMANGA TUKUR, THE PRESIDENT AFRICAN BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE 

1. BEST PRODUCTS AWARD

a) NIGER STATE

b) KADUNA STATE

2. BEST PACKAGED PRODUCTS AWARD

· LAGOS STATE

3.
INDIGENOUS PROCESSING MACHINERY AWARD

· OSUN STATE

     4. 
BEST STAND AWARD

· RIVERS STATE

     5.
BEST MARKETING COMPANY AWARD

· AFRICA CONSUMER CARE LTD

NEPAD RECOGNITION AWARD FOR COMMITMENT TO AFRICA’S DEVELOPMENT – THE SOUTH AFRICAN AMBASSADOR
1. CHIEF OLUSEGUN OBASANJO, GCFR


FORMER PRESIDENT, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

2. ALH. BAMANGA TUKUR, 


PRESIDENT, AFRICAN BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE

3. H.E. MR. JOHN KUFFOR


FORMER PRESIDENT, REPUBLIC OF GHANA

4. OTUNBA MIKE ADENUGA JR


CHAIRMAN/CEO, GLOBACOM CUMMUNICATIONS LTD

5.    AFRICAN TRADE CENTER


CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

NEPAD PARTNERSHIP AWARD PRESENTED BY AMB. TUNJI OLAGUNJU, THE SPECIAL ADVISER TO THE PRESIDENT ON NEPAD REPRESENTED BY DR. R. P. UGO 

· CORPORATE SPONSOR AWARD 

1. GLOBACOM COMMUNICATIONS LTD

· COUNTRY PARTICIPATION AWARD

1. SOUTH AFRICA

2. SIERRA LEONE

3. THE GAMBIA

4. BENIN REPUBLIC

NEPAD PARTNERSHIP AWARD PRESENTED BY CHIEF (MRS) CHINYERE ASIKA, OFR, FORMER SENIOR SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT ON NEPAD 

· STATE PARTICIPATION AWARD

1. SOKOTO STATE

2. EBONYI STATE

3. KEBBI STATE

4. BAUCHI STATE

CHALLENGES/CONSTRAINTS

The basic challenge faced in the organization of the trade fair was funding. The funding that came for the organization of the fair came late and it was not adequate. However, it has gone a long way in putting the structures together. Also, lack of capacity among members of the National Organizing Committee had been a source of concern to the organizing committee.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommended for consideration that despite the shortcomings experienced in the organization of the trade fair, there are lessons learnt and could be better next time. Therefore, the second edition should be repeated here in Nigeria by the year 2012 in order to consolidate the gains.  
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